Come to the Ball!
A ball was a dance which took place in a great country house like Emo Court. It was an excuse to show off one’s best clothes and jewels, to meet people, as well as perhaps an opportunity for courtship!

Planning for a ball began well in advance – invitations would be sent out, musicians engaged and a fancy supper organised.

Pretend that you are Lord or Lady Portarlington.

Design an invitation to a mid-summer ball at Emo Court.
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The dancing at the ball would have been graceful and elegant. The ladies and gentlemen would have been formal, polite and very refined in each other’s company.

How do you think a ball would compare with a disco today?

How would they differ? (Think about music, dance steps, music providers, notice of the event etc)

In what ways would they be similar?

Fill in the table over the page with your answers.
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If you received an invitation to a ball, draw what you might wear.
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Draw what you would wear to a friend’s birthday party

