The Beehive
Read the following passage and answer the clues to fill in the crossword.

The three classes of honeybee in a hive are

1. the queen, which lays the eggs

2. the workers, which gather food and look after the young

3. the drones

The queen lays thousands of eggs that will hatch into workers. She does no other work. There is only one queen in each hive and she is carefully tended and fed by the workers.

The workers are honeybees who do all the work. They are all female, but they are smaller than the queen. They have long tongues for collecting nectar and they use their hind legs for carrying pollen.

The first jobs of the youngest workers are keeping the hive clean, acting as nurses to the young and helping to build the comb. When the worker is about two weeks old, it becomes a collector and leaves the hive to collect pollen, nectar and water for the young. When the worker has made a collection, it flies straight back to the hive. This direct flight is called a beeline.

When a worker returns to the hive, it can give directions to the other bees, by a dance. The other workers can interpret from the dance exactly where the nectar or pollen may be found.

Another group of workers guard the entrance to the hive. Intruders may be attacked and killed. Other workers, also at the entrance, fan fresh air into the hive and extract the bad air.

The life span of a worker, in summer, is about six weeks. In winter they live longer because they have less work to do.

The drones are the male honeybees. They do no work and they leave no sting. The function of the drone is to mate with the queen. In autumn the drones are let starve to death as they would eat too much valuable honey during the winter months.
(Barry Jennings,Work with Words 4, The Educational Company 1981)
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Across




       Down
1  Comes from the flower(6)

       2 Honey is stored here(4)


6 Direct flight to the hive(7)                      3 Bees live in one (4)

8 Protects from intruders(5)                      4 Bees use this for protection(5)
10 Giving direction to other bees (5)           5 Sex of a worker bee (6)
12 Carried on the bees’ hind legs(6)            7 Male bee (5)
13 Mother of all the bees (5)                      9 Bees collect this also (5)
14 Sweet and sticky (5)                               11 Nurse bees look after these(5)
Answers:

1. nectar
2. comb
3. hive
4. sting
5. female
6. beeline

7. drone
8. guard
9. water
10. dance
11. young
12. pollen

13. queen
14. honey
