Be an Art Detective at Emo Court
The Weary Laundress       by Jozef Israels
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The guide will point out this picture to you as you go round the house.
Look closely at it and answer the questions. This will help you to write a story about her.

Jozef Israels was a Dutch painter who lived in Holland around 1860. He painted everyday lives of the peasant and fishing communities. He belonged to a group of painters who became known as The Hague School.

In this lovely painting we see The Weary Laundress.

A laundress was a woman or girl who washed the laundry for rich families.

Why does the girl look so tired?

What is in the basket on her back?

What is in the other basket on the ground?

Was the picture painted out of doors or inside?

Where is the girl going?

Why is she not wearing shoes?

On which part of the girl is the most light? 

What effect does the light have on the girl’s face?

What mood does the picture create?

Why do you think that the front of her skirt is blue and the back is red?

How do you feel about the little girl?

Is the door in the background a main entrance or a servant’s door?

Do you like the painting? Why? Why not?

